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Gulf of Mexico Buoy⎯Student Handout
In 2010, the BP Oil Rig Deepwater Horizon exploded releasing millions of gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico.  Many physical ocean characteristics can effect the flow of the oil.  In this activity you will look at the surface winds of 2 buoys in the Gulf of Mexico and graph the data.

Your Task⎯ 
1. Go to http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/maps/WestGulf.shtml
2. Click on Station 42001
3. Click on Real Time Data in tabular form
4. Click on Real time continuous use data
5. Mac’s click apple F and find 00 00, for PC’s click control F and put 00 00 find
6. Write down all the wind readings 
7. Return to http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/maps/WestGulf.shtml and scroll over to Western Florida and click on Station 42036
8. Repeat number 3-6
9. Create a bar graph with the data
	Date 
	Buoy

wind m/sec
	Buoy 

wind m/sec

	location, longitude/latitude
	28°30'0" N 84°31'0" W
	25°54'0" N 89°40'0" W
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